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The Central Ohio Radio Club, Inc. ( CORC) 
CORC operates repeaters on 146.76, 146.97, 147.33 and 444.200 
In addition, CORC affiliates with repeaters on 145.49 and 442.800 

 
Some of the features include: 

Autopatch access to Columbus, Delaware and West Licking County and Newark area. 
Rapid access dialing to public service or member telephone numbers. 

Repeaters used by the Weather Net in Central Ohio in support of The National Weather Service. 
PL used on all repeater outputs. Alternate PL tone used during announcements by Weather Net. 

Multiple receiver sites on in Franklin, Licking, Delaware and Logan Counties to ensure 
Excellent coverage throughout Central Ohio 

 
General Membership allows you and all amateurs in your family at the same address  

full use of the CORC facilities, an OPERATING MANUAL, and subscription to the CORC Newsletter, 
and a vote at the annual meeting of the corporation. 

 
Associate memberships are available to non-amateurs and to amateurs who are occasional  
users of the CORC facilities AND live outside the general coverage area of the repeaters. 

 
 
1 Year Member Dues  $18 per year   $________________ 
 
2 Year Member Dues  $32 for 2 years  ( save $4) $________________ 
 
3 Year Member Dues  $45 for 3 years  (save $9) $________________ 
 
Associate Member $9 per year per member  $________________ 
 
Optional Repeater Maintenance Contribution  $________________ 
 

PLEASE PRINT 
 

MARK ONE:  New Application________ Renewal Application ________ 
 
Call Sign ___________  Name_________________________  E-mail____________________________ 
 
Call Sign ___________  Name_________________________  E-mail____________________________ 
 
Call Sign ___________  Name_________________________  E-mail____________________________ 
 
Street Address________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City______________________________________         State_________          Zip+4_______________ 
 
Home Phone (     ) ______________________           Alternate (     ) _____________________________ 
 
How many listed above are ARRL Members ______   Check to request Autodial for Home Phone______ 

 
Check to Request Newsletter to be E-Mailed ______ 

 
Make check payable to CORC.  Please place call sign on check.  Mail check and application to: 

 
Joe Hahn, W8NBA, Membership Chairman, PO BOX 398, Pataskala, Ohio 43062-0398 

 
For More Information either visit the website at http://www.corc.us  

or call Joe, W8NBA at 740-927-9040 
 

Thank You for your Membership and Support 
Rev 8/08/03  
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April 2007

CORC Annual Meeting Announced! 
 
The 37th Annual Meeting of the Central Ohio Radio Club, Inc. will be held on Sunday,
June 10, 2006 at the Genoa Township Hall.   The Pot Luck Dinner will start at 6 pm.  A
flier with a map is enclosed with this newsletter.  The club will provide the soft drinks
and coffee, paper plates and plastic ware.  Please bring a covered dish and serving
utensils. This year we spared no expenses to convince you to attend. We are giving
away a Two-Meter Mobile Rig (Model to be announced closer to the event, check .76
repeater for details) as in past years.   Like previous radio raffles, any paid up
MEMBER present, is automatically entitled to one ticket.  Additional tickets can be
purchased at the door for $5.  We are also giving away several Midland WRE100
Weather Monitors with SAME All Hazards Alert. This alone is a great reason to attend.
 
We will have a speaker from the National Weather Service giving a review of past
weather events and the upcoming Tornado season.  This is yet another great reason to
attend. 
 
Election of directors, whose terms are expiring, will take place as well as an overview
of the last year’s operations. Those directors are: Ed Schleppi, K8VKA; Tony Fabro,
N8RRB and Steve Robeano, WD8JKX. Volunteers for committee chairs will also be
taken and appointed by the President.  We are currently looking for membership and
social committee chairpersons. 
 
Anyone wishing to nominate a member for a board position should contact W8NBA,
Joe Hahn, Chairman of the Nominating Committee, in writing, at least ten days prior to
the meeting.  Letters of Intent can be mailed to: Joe Hahn, PO Box 398, Pataskala, OH
43062 or can be e-mailed to Joe at: jhahn@columbus.rr.com . Any member can
nominate or be nominated for a board position. Be sure to have the nominee present a
letter of consent with your nomination.   
 
For your information, and according to the by-laws, printed below is Article V, Section 10
"Election of the Board" from the CORC Constitution.   
 
The election of Directors to replace those whose term has expired shall take place at the Annual
Meeting of the Members, or at a special meeting called and held for that purpose.  At least twenty
(20) days prior to the date of which such an election is held, the Board of Directors shall appoint
a Nominating Committee consisting of three (3) persons who may but need not be directors.
Such committee shall prepare a list of candidates to fill the Board of Directors and nominate such
candidates at the meeting.  Other nominations may be made from the general membership;
however; any candidate's name so placed in nomination must be submitted in writing and
accompanied by written consent of the nominee to the Nominating Committee and least ten (10)
days prior to the meeting.  A director’s failure to attend two (2) consecutive meeting may result in
declaration, by simple majority of the directors, the position vacant... 
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Membership Update 
 

By Joe Hahn, W8NBA 
Membership Chairman/ Newsletter Editor 

 
CORC now has a total of 173 full pay members and 2 associate members.  In addition, there are 31 family 
members and 10 life members.  Since the last newsletter was printed in January, the following persons 
have joined CORC. 
 
John Wilkerson  KD8DVR  Matthew Mitchell KB8UVN 
Steven Wendt  KB9RDS  Bob Hodge  N8OCQ 
 
Please welcome them when you hear them on the air!     
                                            
CORC members and other individuals continue to donate time, talent and extra money to assist the club 
with its operating expenses.  The following individuals have donated since the last newsletter was printed 
in January. 
 
Lester Broadie  KC8EVR  Matthew Mitchell KB8UVN 
Steven Wendt  KB9RDS  Bob Roberts  K8BSW 
Warren Hull  W8VET  Fred Hull  W8WTB 
Bob Hodge  N8OCQ  Rocco Eramo  W8SJQ 
John Hull  W8RRJ   Trigg Tabor  K8NIO 
Laura Perone  KA8IWB  Phil Carter  WD8QWR 
Jim Gifreda  W8MAP  Ed Schleppi  K8VKA 
Steve Robeano  WD8JKX  Joe Hahn  W8NBA 
Tony Fabro  N8RRB   John Perone  W8RXX 
 
 

DUES ARE DUE 
 
Dues are due this month.  Everyone is being mailed this newsletter to make sure they know when their 
dues have expired.  Please check the label and mail in a check if needed.  The application is on the back 
of the front page.  If nothing has changed, just mail that page with your check and we will do the rest. 
You must be a paid up member to receive a free ticket to the 2-meter radio raffle.  And if we haven’t said 
it lately, THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!! 
 

NEWS TIDBITS 
From John W8RXX 

Technical Committee Chairman 
146.97 Reminder… 
 
Please encode 123.0 hertz PL when operating on the CORC 146.97 repeater. It is a multiple receiver 
repeater and some of the receivers require this tone to pass your signal to the voter. As time goes on it 
may be necessary to place all the receivers in tone to eliminate interference. Another benefit is, if your 
radio has both encode & decode you do not have to listen to noise on the output, as the repeater always 
transmits 123.0. The same 123.0 PL tone is also transmitted on the CORC 147.33 & 146.76 VHF 
repeaters. The CORC 444.200 UHF repeater uses a tone frequency of 151.4 hertz. 
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6 Meters is back… 
 
After a long vacation, the CORC 6 Meter repeater is back in operation. The W8RRJ 52.94 In / 52.70 Out 
Repeater was placed back on the air in February 2007.  No PL tone is required at this time. Reminder… 
Using low band radios that allow 6-meter FM operation with a horizontal antenna can be a problem. Use 
a vertical antenna and you are good to go.  Tip: Used low band FM commercial radios are often on e-Bay. 
Just make certain they can be operated on 6 meters. 
 
146.76 Reminders… 
 
If someone is operating a radio that does not have PL tone encode capability they can still access the 
repeater. If a non-PL user presses 1676 on their touch-tone microphone the repeater will respond “OK 
Up” and temporarily take the repeater out of tone. As long as a conversation continues it will remain out 
of tone until a 60 second drop in carrier occurs. It will then revert into the PL mode. Again just as a 
reminder, the repeater is placed into PL mode to keep interference out, NOT USERS!  
 
The CORC “Repeaterisms” are available for your use. Please ID, state you are accessing the 
announcements, then press 41 on your touch-tone microphone. There is a timer that requires you to wait 
ten minutes between uses. Enjoy!  If you just can’t get enough of the repeaterisms on air, they are also 
available on CD by writing Joe Hahn, W8NBA at PO BOX 398 Pataskala, OH 43062 or e-mailing at 
jhahn@columbus.rr.com .  A small duplicating and mailing charge will apply. 
 
 
 
 

eTRAVELIN' TONYS 
TIMETABLESs 

 
        by: Tony Fabro  N8RRB 

Secretary and Control Op Coordinator 
        afabro@wowway.com 

 
Product Review: Yaesu FT-1802 2M mobile transceiver 

 
Last year I was lucky enough to be the winner of the 2M radio at the CORC Annual Meeting. I thought it 
would be of interest to the membership to write a very non-technical review of the radio. 
 
The Basics 
 
The radio is a pretty standard sized mobile radio (about 5”x2”x6”) and has a heat sink on the bottom and 
back of this radio. There is no cooling fan on the radio. The front has two knobs for volume and squelch, 
five buttons for functions, a power button, and a large knob to tune and use when programming. 
 
Sometimes the product review writers in QST comment that the first test is to see how long it takes to get 
the radio out of the box and on the air. In my case it was about two minutes! I took the radio out of the 
box, connected the power cable, plugged in the antenna and the microphone, and turned on the radio. 
When turned on the radio shows the amount of voltage being supplied to the radio. The display is an 
amber color with black stick lettering. I prefer displays with dot matrix lettering but this is sufficient. The 
lettering is readable up to about 45° to the left or right of the display, something to consider if installing in 
a vehicle.  
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I then typed in 146.970 on the microphone keypad, which put me on that frequency and automatically 
changed the repeater offset. Next step was to figure out how to set the CTCSS tone for the frequency. I 
finally gave up on trying to do it without looking at the manual so I looked up the procedure. It says, 
“Press the SET button for one second, then rotate the large dial to 49SQL.TYP.” At first I did not see this 
on the display because the display actually reads SQL.TYP 49. I know it seems silly that I had problems 
with this, but why wouldn’t they put in the manual what actually shows on the display?  
 
Once I figured out the steps, I then attempted to program the repeater in memory. The instructions were 
very clear and I was successful on my first attempt. 
 
For most people, these are the only functions they will use on their radio. However the radio has a number 
of additional neat features. One that I like is the weather tone alert scan. The radio will scan all of the 
NOAA weather frequencies and if it decodes the weather alert tone it will stop on that frequency. While it 
does not allow you to program for specific alerts or areas, I feel this would be beneficial when away from 
home in unfamiliar territory. 
 
Other features include connection capabilities with the Vertex Standard WIRES network, digital code 
squelch, 1200 baud packet, and who says CW is dead – this radio will send Morse Code practice to help 
you learn the code! All in all this is a solid radio with lots of advanced features and relatively easy to 
program for a reasonable price. 
 
CORC is giving away another 2m mobile radio at the Annual Meeting! Hope you win so you can write 
your own new radio review for the newsletter!   Have a safe day. 

 

 
The Central Ohio Severe Weather Watch 

By John Montgomery, N8PVC 
 
 

Severe weather season off to a fast start… 
 
 
The severe weather season is already off to a fast start.  Already in Ohio we’ve experienced severe 
thunderstorms and a single tornado.  March has brought us a year’s sample of weather with snow, ice, 
hail, high wind, thunderstorms and warm spring temperatures in a brief period of time.   
 
By the time you read this nearly all spotter training sessions in central Ohio will have been completed.  
Severe Weather Awareness Week begins March 25th and continues through March 31st.  Several media 
organizations, both radio and television, are planning special coverage during this week.  Part of this 
special week is the annual statewide tornado drill that is scheduled on Wednesday March 28th at 950 AM.  
This is a great time to make sure your weather safety plans are in place and ready to implement. 
 
The eleventh Annual OSU Severe Weather Symposium will take place April 13th from 8AM to 4 PM at 
the Fawcett Center on Olentangy River Road.  Dan McCarthy from the Storm Prediction Center and Dr. 
Harold Brooks from the National Severe Storms Laboratory are just 2 of several nationally known severe 
weather experts that will be on hand for the day.  Admission is free.  Check this link for more 
information:  
http://geog-www.sbs.ohio-state.edu/metclub/symposium/index.php#rsvp 
 



The Central Ohio Radio Club Newsletter 

 
Page 5

The National Weather Service will present a special program on June 10th at 6 PM at the annual CORC 
meeting.  See this newsletter for all of the official details. 
 
Of note this year is a change in warning areas when a severe weather event threatens.  For example, when 
a storm moves across the northern part of a county, instead of placing the entire county under a warning it 
will be targeted to that part of the county.  I’m not sure if Specific Area Message Encoding (SAME) 
equipped weather radios can interpret the distinction or not or if that information is in the data stream that 
is transmitted.  This was tried out in our area last year and is rolling out officially this season. 
 
It’s always good to remind folks about the operation of the Weather Net.  We conduct readiness nets each 
Tuesday evening at 7:30 PM beginning March 20th.  The high profile CORC W8RXX 146.760 MHz. 
repeater is the primary repeater used by the Weather Net when severe weather is in the area. 
 
Severe weather is defined as winds in excess of 58 MPH, rain falling at a rate in excess of 1 inch per hour, 
hail larger that .75 inches, wall clouds, funnel clouds and, of course, tornadoes.  Any one of these 
conditions can be classified as severe weather. 
 
Sometimes severe weather conditions can get by the National Weather Service undetected.  You can bring 
them to our attention by transmitting touch-tone digit 5 for about 5-7 seconds on the repeater.  In response 
to your touch-tone 5 the repeater will activate pagers that are carried by weather net control operators.  
When they respond, pass your information to them and they will start a net and notify the Weather 
Service. 
 
Here are some other tips to keep in mind. 

•  A Morse code “W”, di-dah-dah, is heard at the end of each transmission when the repeater is 
switched to weather mode.  Weather mode changes the personality of the repeater so its operation 
fits the needs of a severe weather event.  The switch to Morse code “W” is an example of one 
change that is made. 

•  Make sure that your radio is transmitting or encoding a sub-audible tone (PL) of 123 Hz.  Some 
receivers will ignore you if they don’t “hear” the magical 123 Hz. tone. 

•  Precipitation weakens your transmitted signal.  You may need to increase your power or move to 
another location in order to talk to us. 

•  Be wary of lightning especially if your location is on high ground. 
•  Stay safe and plan for your escape to a safe location if it becomes necessary.  The road you used 

may be under water when you need to use it.  Have an alternate route out of harm’s way. 
 
The Central Ohio Severe Weather Network appreciates the continuing support of the Central Ohio Radio 
Club for the use of its repeaters. 
 
 
 
Stay tuned…  A profile of one of your directors and Severe Weather Watch Member John Montgomery 
follows… 
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John Montgomery, N8PVC 
CORC Director Profile 

 
It’s both a privilege and honor to serve CORC as a director.  From my short tenure, when compared to 
others, I’ve observed nothing but professionalism from CORC leadership in board meetings.  For several 
months now one of my arms has had an ache from being placed in an unusual position behind my back.  
My hope is to deal with the ache by responding to a request to share a little about myself and interests.  
This malady has struck other directors in the past. 
 
My interest in amateur radio goes back to the late sixties.  I can remember working on Morse code in 
study hall and reading orange ARRL study booklets, which I still have in my library.  I had always been 
interested in electronics and built several tube type low power AM and FM transmitter projects.  Other 
activities stole my time back then and it took until the early nineties before getting my no code technician 
ticket.  Between then and a few years ago I did learn Morse code and obtained my extra ticket.   
 
Within 18 months of being licensed I began attending weekly Weather Net meetings at Port Columbus.  I 
learned about good radio operating skills in pressure situations from the best operators in the area.  
Seasoned operators like Stew–W8FEH, Steve–W8JKX and Trigg-K8NIO shared their insight and 
disciplined approach to being an effective communicator.  I never realized how few words were really 
needed to pass a severe weather report in a single transmission. 
 
I was also firmly entrenched in a career with the Bell System, as it was known back then, and had held 
several positions dealing with electronics, radio systems and computers.  For someone deeply interested 
in electronics it was like being paid to go to the toy store most days.  About 75% of my career was spent 
in information technology (IT) managing UNIX computer systems.  I traveled quite a bit and spent time 
with the Baby Bell equivalent of Bell Labs in New Jersey. 
 
I voluntarily retired from SBC in November of 2000 as part of a program to reduce excess management 
positions created when SBC merged with Ameritech.  With kids in college I needed to find another job 
but wanted one outside of IT and with less pressure.  A position with less pressure was not to be.  After 
nearly a year of job hunting I began a second career with Huntington Bancshares in October of 2001 to 
support their IBM AIX (UNIX) computer systems. 
 
Today, I remain active with the Weather Net and am a big proponent of packet radio and APRS as it 
relates to providing positional information during emergency response situations.  I have experience with 
theatrical lighting (design, installation & operation) and sound reinforcement systems.   
 
My wife and I have 4 grown children.  Three are married.  One remains single living at home while 
attending college.  We count 3 grandchildren today with a fourth to arrive in early summer.   My oldest 
daughter, Stephanie, and oldest son, Joshua, are licensed as N8WSU and N8WSV respectively.  They 
aren’t on the air much these days.  Three of my brothers, Ken, Ed and Tim hold tickets in order as 
N8VJG, KB8NSV and N8VJJ and live in the area. 
 

 
CORC Newsletter Pop Quiz 

 
When is the General Meeting?   What are we giving away?  Did you look on the label of this newsletter to 
see when your membership expires?  Why do you want to make sure your dues are paid and that you are 
at the General Meeting?  Are you ready for this year’s severe weather?    These answers and more will be 
revealed at the General Meeting.  See the attached flyer for dates and times…. 






